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use every effort to check speculation and eliminate
needless middle-men. The work of the Food Ministry
would be as far as possible decentralised, and
important functions committed to the Local

Authorities. Each would be asked to
Local Food appoint a Food Control Committee, the
Committees duties of which would be to enforce

the Food Controller's orders ; to register
the retailers of the various food-stuffs ; to recommend
variations in the scale of retail food prices ; to
maintain and extend the economy campaign ; and to
administer the new scheme of sugar distribution, which
would be made by means of sugar cards. He also
described the arrangements whereby bread would be
subsidised and its price fixed.

In the first week in August, Lord Rhondda
circularised the Local Authorities, laying before them
his scheme of food control. The principles of the
policy were threefold : to conserve supplies ; to
ensure that rich and poor shared alike ; and to keep
down prices. He recommended central kitchens as
a means of economising food and fuel. He set out
the system of sugar cards that was to be inaugurated,
and he notified the authorities of his intention to fix
a general scale of prices for all important food-stuffs.
Towards the end of August the wholesale and retail
prices of meat were fixed by order. On loth August,

the appointment of six Food Com-
Food            missioners was announced; four for

England and Wales;   two for Scotland.

The Order setting up the Food Control
Committees came out in the course of the month.

Thus was set up the machinery which functioned
during the remainder of the War to secure the fair
distribution and economical use of our limited